
   

The Gardens 
 

The Cullinan Diamond 
 

On January 26, 1905, 
Frederick Wells, the 
surface manager of 
the Premier Mine in 
Transvaal, now South 
Africa, made one of  
the world’s most 

stunning discoveries. Just 29 feet below the 
surface, he found a massive, blue-white diamond, 
which he cut from the rock with his pocketknife. 
He immediately took it to his office to be weighed 
and inspected. At 3,106 carats, it was the largest 
diamond the world had ever seen. Newspapers 
called it the “Cullinan diamond,” after Sir Thomas 
Cullinan, owner of the mine. It was such a 
fantastic discovery that it was put on public 
display at the Standard Bank in Johannesburg, 
where visitors could catch a glimpse of the 
world’s largest diamond.  

In April of that year, the Cullinan diamond  
was destined for London. A team of detectives 
guarded its transport on a steamboat, where  
it was locked securely inside the captain’s  
safe… or so people thought. This, in fact,  
was a diversion. The real diamond was shipped  
to England in an unmarked box via regular post.  
Upon its safe arrival in England, it went to 
Buckingham Palace, where it was admired  
by King Edward VII. The Transvaal government 
had purchased the diamond and in 1907 presented 
it as a gift to His Majesty the King, who accepted  
it and declared that it would become part of the 
Crown Jewels. 

Splitting and cutting the diamond into various 
workable pieces took eight months, with three 
people working 14 hours a day. It is said that 
Dutch diamond cutter Joseph Asscher had a 
doctor and nurse on hand while he was cleaving 
the massive diamond. Thank goodness, for  
he fainted after successfully dividing the gem. 
The two largest stones remain part of the Crown 
Jewels, set in the Sovereign’s Sceptre with Cross 
and the Imperial State Crown, respectively. The 
seven remaining large stones and 95 smaller 
brilliant gems were set in various pieces of 
jewelry for the royal family. 

 

January Birthdays 
 

 
Genevieve – January 27  
 
J.R.R. Tolkien (author) – January 3, 1892 
Joan of Arc (heroine) – January 6, 1412 
Zora Neale Hurston (writer) – January 7, 1891 
Elvis Presley (musician) – January 8, 1935 
Rod Stewart (musician) – January 10, 1945 
Martin Luther King Jr. (activist) – Jan. 15, 1929 
Muhammad Ali (boxer) – January 17, 1942 
George Burns (comedian) – January 20, 1896 
Virginia Woolf (writer) – January 25, 1882 
Nolan Ryan (ballplayer) – January 31, 1947 

 
 
 
 
 
Hubby’s Day 
 
According to old Viking calendars, the Friday 
of the 13th week of winter is celebrated as 

Husband’s Day in Iceland. 
Also known as 
Bóndadagur, it is the first 
day of the month of Þorri, 
or Thorri, in honor of Thor, 
the god of thunder. There 
are many traditions 
associated with this holiday 

honoring both the god and the master of the 
house or farm, or bóndi. In olden times, husbands 
were expected to rise first and welcome Thor 
with a special ceremony where they would go 
outside dressed in a shirt, with  
one leg of his trousers on and the other 
dragging behind him. He would then hop on  
one leg as a welcome to Thor. Since the mid-
19th century, though, this day is more like 
Valentine’s Day, and men are given gifts and 
treated to dinner. Not to be forgotten, Wife’s  
Day arrives a month later on February 24. 
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Celebrating January 
 

Get Organized Month 

Skating Month 

Polka Music Month 

First Foot Day 
January 1 

Bird Day 
January 5 

Static Electricity Day 
January 9 

International Kite Day 
January 14 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
January 20 

Compliment Day 
January 24 

Inspire Your Heart  
with Art Day 

January 31 

January 2020 

 

Vision 2020 

The New Year is right around the corner and 
there will be so much to celebrate. The Gardens 
would like to thank all the staff for their hard 
work, the residents for making our jobs feel not 
so much like work and the family members for 
giving us the honor of taking care of their loved 
one. Families that visit take time with all 
residents not just their family member and it is 
very much appreciated.  Some things we are 
working on in the New Year would be to have more 
volunteers to do a variety of activities with our 
residents, begin our continental breakfast, 
consistent staffing so staff get to know each and 
every resident on a personal level and continue 
community outings since they have been such a big 
hit!   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
             Please join us to celebrate the 
 
                     Chinese New Year.   
 
            There will be games and snacks!   
 
                    January 25th at 3-4pm 

 

 
Dates to Remember 
 
 
Jan 3 Patrick Sullivan @ 2:30 
 
Jan 7  Nate Hance  @2pm 
 
January 14 Phil Kitze at 10:30 
 
January 16  Randy Rollof at 3PM 
 
Jan 20  Linda (accordion player) @ 1:30 
 
January 21 Phil Kitze at 10:30 
 
Jan 24 Gary Carlson @ 2pm 
 
January 25  Family Fun Day  3-4pm 
 
January 28  The Gardens Waffle Breakfast 
 
January 28  Phil Kitze at 10:30am 
  
  
 
Family Council  
January 16 at 4:30 in the theater 
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